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On Other Pages HORSE-PLAY 


MMENT = ae country was expecting the Prime Minister to give a call for a 
crude revolution on the lines of the green revolution ; instead she 
rics OF DOMINATION went to her office in a horse-drawn, cart Which shows that she can 
NEW STYLE beat professionals in every field—-even the Air-India sdmen pr the 
a cartoonists of India. But it also shows that she ‘has grown fired of 
ae esos intellectual clownism and for a change in wying physical, which may 
not be good at ber age. Her petrol policy had a good possibility, raising 
PEN DE : CASABLANCA price to bar its consumption Who says that she is by the rich, for che 
BH REVISIONISM rich und rich herself? Petrol affects only the rich and therefore a 
Amiok RUDRA ui price-Tise in petrol is of no consequence to the millions below the 
poverty line, But she made a mistake: any rise in transpory Costs is 
i, hound to be reflected in food prices and the merchants of India will 
| ; see to it that the prices of things which have no relation to petrol 
ENTER EDITORS 
PPATRAKAR 


- 


whatsoever go Up In no time, They have gone so already, on a scale 
that cannot be calculated by any mathematics. Where didi it go 
wrong? Js it possible thay the PM does noe know that she has no 
val Natebook control over the racketeers of India? The history of the past 96 years 
NOSE BARREN LEAVES should have told her that after the unique generation of black money 
DiaNAvA Guera * in India. A generous interpretation of the whole thing 15 that. even if 
she is not herself a part of the racketeers (Sanjay Gandhi's Marutt 
ae : project. notwithstanding) , she relies much too much on public stunts, 
REFORMED” ISHARA? A simpler way “o curb petrol consumption could have been 40 ration it 
MRIGANKA SeKHAR Ray -- without a price-rise. Nos that rationing would have made the merchants 
shy of resolving the difficulty by a price hike of every other commodity 
BTTERS (from Ashim Chat- but, it would have maxte a lesser scandal. 

ee Mrinal Sen and others) 1: The PM's propensity for psychological stunts cross the limie when 
. she was led to increase the price of kerosene on the plea that it was 
much too cheap and a prohibitive increase was necessary {0 check its 
' 7 use for adulterating diesel. Countless villages would be much darker 
Editor - Samar Sen now. Let us hope that she woul not order cessasion of paddy or wheat 

Daerm Ar Movean Inpta_ Press, production altogether because racketecrs are hoarding paddy or wheat. 
| Oa etal lew eres Saueme Maybe we are hoping too much. The nationwide furore over the 
Gouna. Puntications (P) Lr». preposterous rise in prices will subside after a while. A country can- 
B SAMan paren x Morr Lane, not live by strikes alone. There was a Delhi strike, there will be a 


Tmxzpnone: 243202 Calcutta strike, a Bombav strike. a Bangalore strike and then feaders 





will get down yo the serious business 
of personal politics, People will also 
learn to live with dearer and dearer 
prices—what else can they do? Some 
honest brokers ‘will expect thay peo 
ple oppressed with inflation will 
spontaneously explode into revolu- 
lution. Meanwhile administration- 
wallahs will find many explanations 
Why this thing and that could not 


be done because of this and that. 


ER 


tonnes this year! out of Which 3.5 
lakh tonnes will be procured through 
rice mills under the supervision of 
governmenr officials and volunteers 
of the Youth Congress, The Youth 
Congress, in response to an appeal 
of the Chief Minister, Mr Sddhartha 
Sankar Ray, and the Food Min:ster, 
Mr Prafulla Kant] Ghose, jis mobi- 
ising iits 50,000 workers in village 
areas to help the Government's pro- 


being set up. When Me 
says the worst is over, sham 
means that the bes; is yw 


her supporters, 
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marks 
the Government to 


another majov supnends iy 
the mol 

from orguntised iil 4 : 
Quite expectedly the decal -_ ‘ 
been sought to be expluinall Bc. 
in terms of an apparently iim 4 hol 
able economic logic. The Tip — 9 
portant reason quoted in SiR e ie 
the move is the steadily Wig a... 
ing industrial growth rate Th a % 
Whstrial Development Mininay in 
Subramaniam, of che green Tet i. P 
fame, has conceded that the i q nd 
the cuyrent year Ixginn ines San 
far {rom sarin =i 
that targets = 
be all falling apart. The de 

meastire he has projected ah (it 

eflective recipe for the deve 

But the reasoning hay 

obvious flaws, First, New Di 

could not have certainly any il 

sion that the smallscale sector 

to be — stimblirell 

the decision, has comet if 
expectations, Its erawth is be 
systematically stifled by the 

units and untess phe entive Wa 


For example, the police can jolly 
well say thar they could nor help 
the procuremenr drive because they 
had no’ transport to keep the vigil, 
the order of restriction on the 
use of fuel. Burt that would not de- 
bar them from helping the jotedars 
in reaping the corns; an extTa €x- 
pense in’ petrol would be amply re- 
«cuped by the obliging jotedars. 


curement drive. We all know who 
own rice mills in village areas and 
what kind of relationship they have 
with the ruling party. They are the 
least worried over the. decision to 
post government officials and volun- 
teers of the procurement com- 
mittees, mostly local Youth Congress 
members, in the mills to supervise 
their activities during the procure- 
ment operation, They know how to 
come to at easy understanding with 
these greedy elements. Whule- selec- 
tion of Youth Congress volunteers 1s 
being carefuly]l done under the direct 
supervision of the: State Food Minis- 
ter, posting of governmen;, officials 
in nulls after thorough scening 
has just started. “As on previous. oc- 
casions, under these circumstances 
the procurement operation will keep 
avenues open for the landlords and 
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‘The Worst Is Over’ 


Optimism marks thé utterances of 
the Prime Minister. Notwithstand- 
ing the current dismal going of the 
economy, Mrs Gandhi expressed the 
view that the growth rate of the eco- 
nomy, which is flagging at the mo- 
ment, would soon pick up, since the 


“worst is over’. She held out the 
rich peasants to escape untouched 


hope that with the prospect of a ; 
crop uns year, the country With the police. YC volunteers, mill 


would soon make a better showing. and government agents preparing to 
resulting in the developmen, tempo CalTy on the operation the victims 
again picking up to make up for the would be none but small holders and 
lost ground. poor peasants. This has been the .U 
‘The Prime Minister would like go past experience and chere ts no rea- and administrative set-p 13 CHa 

live ih a dreamland undisturbed, son to believe that ip 15 ‘going 10 It will never be able to conted . 
Does she know the simple fact that change. own, Liberalisation nee and . 
déspite last year’s encouraging crop Last years’s procurement in West cessions. there cannon ia ane 
people im Bengal was a disastrous failure; and small sector the momentum @ ‘ 
the current operation is aboug to re- government seeks to be lookin 
peat that woeful performanie. The Even if it does, let us submit 
entire public distributYon system, arguments sake, the total eege 
which has hitherto fed, however in- industrial growth would he tii} 

adequately, millions of poor The pace of industrial welt ity 
people, is likely to break down. The India is decidedly sey by the Ww 
various agencies to help the procure-  %¢ ale sector ani wi} i has Sh 
ment policy and Stare takeover of ‘drive’ are meant to earm mo- more dynamism. there cannot [ait 
foodgrains are mney for them. No fresh employ- any tmprovement im the wet 
ment prospects afte there. So help 
the unemployed earn some money in 
dubious ways. To have a finger in 
the pie, rival youth organisations are 


lvas been 
somehow the 


crisis. 


is supposed 
beuter , 


ree 


production milliens af 
rural aréas remained hall-starved be- 
hoarding and corrupt pro- 


aT 


eatise ol 
curement policy which failed to col- 
lect even 50 per cent of the targeted 
% million tonnes? Does she know 
that this time too those who sabo- 
taged her much publicised procure- 
ment 
wholesale trade in 


picture 


acain working overtime and are 
5 
4 What 


backed by her policy makers? In 
West Bengal the rice procurement 
tarzer. has been fixed at 500,000 


it all amounts to (hareal 
r >: 

is a further concession to hig 

ness through the back door 


2 NOVEMBER 10/7] 





'S 


irs Gad 
perhaps 
. to Gen 


k De 


estyent 
i lust : 
render @ 
mount 
| inca 
.-< ae 
CLIO Bret 
ined! 4 
y uimpt cls 
1¢ TOs) Tie 
su pre 
dewriot 
e The ls 
linistery oD 
n veyelitiail 
che wend @ 
nnn Ae 
factory as 
ets Seen Ee 
Jelicensitt 
) as the ony 


develop l<« 


hus Sone 
New Tea 
ly amy if 

sector, whieh 
imulaced 
up : 
being 
» the Taras 
irvdars 


1g 


me 
h ts 


ire 


> is changets 


» come 12 ’ 
Br 
ust give The 
tum Uva the 
looking fale 


tal effect a 


and ie 


subroit 108 


1 be mimninnie 


. 


activity i 


the. lara 
shows 


by 


h us 


Tino fay Bae 


the 


ahi 


Ww th 
ro bite bul 


duo. 


overall - 


fe Ol whe mum 
eae kupposed to be 
Mevely for new and smaller en- 
sieves But what is happen- 


steel plant ) 
reserved 


» in eect? All these plants are 


Papaied hy big houses though 
feandirectly. In fact, smaller in- 
ir Harelly dare to pur the ir mo 
Riba inves:men, so rt ky as this. 
h the bigger sharks who « have 
rally contribufed to election 
fire mikine up the offer, hoping 
ake miley few crores in the next 
or tiroe years till @ scrap famine 
igen raw imaterial crisis. Tt 
im of quod pro quo tor big busi- 
maven bY the Government, And 
male thing is going to be re- 
malier the delicensine of invest 
Hip td Ks. l core. Te amounts 
af pen invitation 1 the larger 
fet to expand through \honamt 
phil elbow out che few remain- 
enuine small entrepreneurs 
eather strange type of socialism. 
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Year Of Russia ? 


Meiponitent wriles : 
fe Europeans may try to forget 
yay they were treated by ‘the 


Government just before the 
ie fame into force in West 
Pei doubts abour the Ameri- 
Meordship will not disappea 
y Heides, ale enerey situation, 
alt of the measures announced 
Meolaich Arab States. is beginn- 
Mook pretty serious, So the West 
min powers. indudine Bonn, 
ime gang up behind the USA 
me ine), The Americans may 
Mi tome: troop withdrawals, both 
Witition ant as a measure to 
Wie fleclining dollar. Strains in 
mile Atlantic alliance, are anti- 
fe This has been a major Rus- 
hyoctive. 


Miple agent in Bangladesh 


TIKA BAIGHAR 


The spectre of a crucial oil short- 
ave is also haunting Japan, Unless 
there is a quick settlemen; in We't 
Asia, Japan will begin 10 face a 
crisis, dependemt as she is for nearby 
eighty per cent of her energy on 
the Middle East. She may be forced 
to look to Siberia her future, 
forgetting the islands still occupred 
by the Russians. The Chinese dis- 
like this prospect, as the talked-about 
pipe line will, for a. considerable 
stretch, run along her 
where the Russian strike force looms 
large. A Siberia with 
Japan will be a big diplomatic and 
military victory for the Kremlin, 

growing suspicion 


for 


frontiers, 


deal over 


True, there 
in West Asia about Big Power ma- 
chinations, But the Arab States de- 
Russian arms and 
parts and have to go along with the 
Kremlin im jthe near firture. All 
roads Jas, weck , seemed to lead 
to Damascus, where the Russian De- 
puty Foreign Minister, Mr Kaznet- 
had stationed himself. What 
the arrivals and departures of Arab 


1S 


p nel on spare 


SOV, 


heads of State mean is not yet known. 


The speculation ts that, wnless the 
Israelis withdraw to the first cease-fire 
line af October 22 on the west bank, 
which they violated, encouraged 
instant deliveries of ultra-modern 
U.S, weapons. the Arabs will fight 
The Egyptian Third Army 
be allowed to remain as 
hostages, Whatever the course of 
events, they will for some time 
come, help Russian diplomacy. There 
is nothing like fighting by proxy. 
The USA continues to have great 
potential for mischief with man 
like Nixon as President. We has 
covered himself with mud but thinks 
he can tough it out, Maybe some 
Americans still think ¢hay he should 
nor quit im view of the Middle East 
But can a man who is now 
an object of ridicule tackle the situa- 


by 


again, 
cannot 


lo 


crisis. 


tion? He may resort to dangerous 


ventures just to prove thar he is in- 


dispensable. The myth about his 
indispensability is, however, not con- 
fined to some of his fellow country- 


men alone. 
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Politics Of Domination 
—A New Style* 


SHEKHAR GHOSH 


a6 


“HE Nixon-Brezhney summit whith 


concluded Washington 


prec eded by a 


in on 
zood 
seven days’ talks in a remarkably 
cordial atmosphere, is a curning point 
in post-Second World War politics. 

The military giants | who 
have divided the post-1945 world 


more or less into two halves, facing 


two 


each other on this or that issue with 
thie air of iry- 
ing 40 compose their long-standing 


uneasy enmity, are 
differences and are, for all practical 
purposes, beginning fo give new in- 
terpretalions to thei respective 
tional interests, 
tation of the 


look on mutual relations. 


na- 
orien- 
out- 


On «his new 
Russo-American 
Tass wrote: 
“Tr would have seemed fantastic not 
so long ago to predict that the Ame- 
rican Chase Manhaitan Bank would 
in Moscow, that Soviet cars 
would be displayed at. an American 
exhibition, that a Russian luxury- 
liner would sail for New York, and 
American study 
Russian.” have. 
Sut SALT 
and Reduc 
the 
are 


open 


cosmonauts would 
Really it 
now, In addition 
Mutual Balanced 

(MBER) 


UESsIaNs 


would 
to the 
Force 

negotiations, 
the 
engaged in a hos, ol unprecedented 
Thus, the two veri- 
table enemies of the post-war period 


tion 
and Americans 


joint ventures, 
have opened up new visias of mu- 
tual cooperation on matters hitherto 
umprecedented. 

But the big question ts: 
after indulging m mu- 


why such 
hobnobbing 
tual rivalry for a quarter of a cen- 
The |} approach by 


tury ? resent 


*'This article was written: m 
the third week of August. For 
reasons timely publication was not 
possible. Ini its form, 
tually no except ae 
scant mention of the recent flare-up 
in the Middle East, has been made 
to bring it up to date.—Author. 
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America and Russia has been 
prompted by a number of develop: 
ments, which, both the powers are 
convinced, necessitate a complete 
reversal of cold-war diplomacy. The 
prolonged American exercise in futi- 
lity in Indochina has left an impact 
on the White House as well as on 
the Pentagon, under the spell of which 
Americans have become aware 
of their inability to score outright 
military victory while the Vietnamese 
people get continuous material and 
support iirom Russia and 
Politically, Indochina taught 
Nixon two lessons: that B-52s would 
not do what he wanted mili'arily, 
and the American people could no 
more be duped on the issue. 

The impact of the Vietnam war on 
the American economy was stagger- 
ing. That was another lesson, The 
Pentagon has put the cost from 1965 
xo the end of June 1972 at $102059 
million, This diversion of resources 
led to an adverse balance of pay- 
ments in foreign trade, inflationary 
conditions in the American economy 
marked by growing unemployment, 
high prices and finally, devaluation 
of the dollar.) Moreover, icompeti- 
tion with Japan in foreign trade 
appeared for America as a battle of 
attrition. Further, Britain’s entry 
into the EGM ‘last January meant, 
for the sponsors of the Marshall 
Plan. yet another spectre on the 
front of international business and 
finance. There have already ‘been 
successive crises confronting the 
dollar. Thus, American capitalism, 
already beleagured from different 
quarters. and apprehensive of more 
required something to 
and this could be 
provided only by a diplomacy of 
detente. Thus Chase Manha‘tan 
could open ‘its branch in Masaow 


the 


moral 
China. 


sel backs 


heal its sores 


and American corporations rush to 
Russia. for digging gas and oil deep 
in Siberia. 

In Western Europe Willy Brandt's 
preoccupation with Os politik and 
the strengthening of West Ger- 
manvy’s economic ties with the Soviet 
Union were another indfcator for 
Nixon, This will continue to have 
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an adverse effect on the consolidation 
of the ‘Community Countries’. But 
Ostpolitik was a definite factor in 
Kissinger’s assessment of European 
political reality, especially when 
French assertion of independence 15 
as staunch as it was, On the home 
front the shawdown the 
Presidency and Congress, particularly 
after "Watergatte’, has resulted in 
a weakening of the executive under 
the impact ef which (it is being 
forced yo scale down not only in 
Indochina but also in Europe in ¢he 
form of American troop reductions 
in NATO. The dilemma of the 
situation is rhat if West Europe does 
not exist.as a strong entity, there is 
no substitute. for American power to 
counteract the Soviet Union. And 
Soviet superiority in conyentional 
weapons in Europe is alreacly in 
sight. At the same time, the U.S. 
defensive shield has become an un- 
wieldy financial burden. Despite 
repéated Aherican demands, the 
West Europeans—with monetary re 
serves twice the size of America’s— 


between 


are disinclined to contribute more to- 


wards NATO funds. Further, under 
the magic spell of ‘Pan-European 
vistas’, particularly after Britain's 
entry into the Common Market, 
West Europe is sliding cowards neu- 
tralism. The present yigour of 
‘Fast-West contact, as shown m ghe 
Helsinki talks, bears testimony 10 
this. Tn view of all these, West 
Europe is, to American tyes, not 
only an economic entity strong 
enough to effectively combat dollar 
supremacy (already a thing of the 
past). but also a political entity 
(however loosd), to reckon — with, 
Thus, reassessment of American po- 
icy became {inevitable and — thalt 
shows ini the politics of rapproghe- 
ment with the Sovieq Union. 

Again, the rift in the Gommunist 
monolith, more than the now hidden, 
now open disagreemeng in the West- 
ern bloc, has been a potent reason for 
the diplomaicy of devente, The 
post-war task: of America to contain 
communism by way of a worldwide 
military network becoming ana- 


chronistic. At ¢he same time, the 


financial burden fnvelyelll 
maintenance of her @ ib i 
and miltiary and other mill 
as well as to neutrals hag ) 
dwindling economy, Te 
sincere wishes, the Stauniiy 
man. of capitalist democrat 
nor hold back the jideé 
breach im the socialist camp 
to give her the ,opportt 
ploit the same. \With raph 
industrialisation and the 
of fhuclear and thermé 
pons, including short aml | 
diate ranee’ missiles oy 
apprehension of her welghlt 
came ee And that apie 
was converted inte -® nigh 
the American dialogue will : 
nist China. The Russiante img 
lation as a result of Uus di Joa 
came frantic. Nixon, by 
draw China near, in Gnu 
Brezhnev into his lap. Thity 
to imereay\ the | Sime 
bitterness and bettered how 
security position. An agtem 
relax tensions with che So } 
not only means much i tei 
American sense of security aa 
in terms of her manocuyill 
tackle different issues the Wor 
Second, to American, { i 
brand of communism a] 
fearful. Feverish propagiils 
the Soviets. by the Ameritaty 
nistration at the height af he 
wal ‘produced very 
result so far. Again, whi 
nationwide controversy IR dim 
shortave in America and wht 
rican capital is trying 4d cgi 
areas for fruitful javestmeniil 
better STVIGL | 
élection-fund conmibutor 
vide political insulation 8 
vestments of American ona 
im the Sovier Union, Alin 
all this, Japan's increditily | de 
ing position in the heldyay 
industry and finance was Gel 
factor of considerable peal 
his: bid to’ forge new (ena 
arch-enemy of the coldkqwing 
America was aware, a9 amy 
trade delegation told UA ‘ba 
men in an unequivocal Wig 
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American investors were ready to 
yin Russin would invite investors 
Mier quarters, And Japan 
Mie olivious alternative. 
qiet Compulsions 

he af the factors inducing th: 
ii Sialés to put her policy ot 
iniiation jt the reverse gear are 


ulcaile, more or less, to the So- 


Also, there are 


Soviet compul- 


im Union as well 
malty, exclusively 
hy yelevence to which her part 

in the detente can be ex- 
qeiied. Rightly from the initial 
Bett the rift, apprehension about 
iia was real on the Soviet side. 
monly in the Chinese orthodoxy 
idealogy, and the resultme chal- 
in Soviet leadership, but 
She weer number of the Chinese 
miation, alone with eheir capacily 
mil rest for ard work fer the pur- 
Mf nation-building, the 
iin feund the roots of her fear. 
miihat féar has been of late in- 


also 


SOviet 


munilold by the rapid Chinese 


moproent of sophisticated miuclear 

ats und her starting of 

With ihe United States. (Now, 

: world where balance of power 

igiverns moves on he_inrermna- 
I re - a > 

; : the Sovier Union 


io feel, in power terms, to 


diia- 


Beat 
bya decisive 
HULLS! China standing equidi® 


disadvantage with 


“ 
hoiveen the two super-powers 


Del ihe super-power of tomorrow 
, mm to be hostile to the Soviet 
Gen, when ihe Soviet scene ol 8: 
eas outraved. And if 
Sinarion the Russians 
i the Japanese, thet would mean 
ier velations berween Chatrman 
iy and Presiden! Then, 
the hulance remains hyhy lessly 
wuyable to the Union 


in sitch 


crawl to- 


Nixon 


SOV iet 


Mie 4 swing wowards Wastungton 


feaible option il the 
so-called 
Russian 
Chinese ne- 


ie only 
Bais want ro better their 


™ position Agai 


Set ag casing of tension im 
Bron, Fortunately Osipolitik coin- 
i" it was fely thar easing of 
mien with West Europe would be 
But such an  under- 
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standing with West Europe would be 
meaningful only if an understanding 
with the USA could be reached. On 
the one hand, understanding with 
West Europe would mean for the 
Russians an opportunity Lo bring 
about more disconcert within NATO 
especially between Gaullist, France 
the USA, and on the other, 
rapprochement with Nixon would 
mean not only LS. troop reductions 
in NATO but 
can presence in Europe. 

There are also a number of domes- 
tic compulsions. A perpetual food 
deficit worries whe Soviet leadership 
The Russians clamouring fot 
more consumer goods, The 
in the industrial sector 


and 


also a lesser Ameri 


are 
Soviet 
performance 
years has been none too 
encouraging. When the domestic 
economic picture 1s all very 

leadership can by 
means effect cut either ‘in 
fence expenditure or in the space 


budeer, As Russia is in 


in recent 


erim, 
the present no 
any cdle- 
re- 
search no 
position to divert resources from de- 
fence and space industries to agri4 
culture or to the production of more 
consumer goods and since she is in 
to accumlate sufficient 


such 


no positron 
volume of capital necessary tor 
put poses 
look 


Soviet necessity ta 


It fis a 
Western 
capacity work for her 
able to 


for external sources 
make 
productive 
Otherwise she would not be 
keep her house in order. Hence the 
acrcement with the United States fora 
larger volume ol trade and arrange- 
ments for large investments by grant 
American corporations 
Union for exploration of oil 
natural and fertilizers to 
nurse fhe ailing Soviet agriculture. 

As in the cold war «he 
of the influence of the super- 


in the Soviet 
and 
Cas. also 
period 
weight 
powers felt in every corner of 
the world, so will be the effects of 
fact, the 


Was 


thetr rapprochement. In 
future, all over the world, is 
likely to be affected as a re sult 
the Russo-American (under- 
standing. In the more or less bipo- 
lar world of the past the small 
States lived on the ditherences be- 
tween the super-powers. The 


* th thn Sem 


most 
of 


recen! 


5O- 


by herself, she has go! 10/ 


hee 


vereignty of the small States is bound 
to Jessen further. Che old-time 
expectation of spontancous support, 
from one super-power in case of a 
State's differences with che other 
super-power is most likely to be un- 
founded after the ralpproche men) 
Military vulnerability of the 
medium States, the 
economic dependence of the under- 
devé loped States on the bie brothers 
and the resulting political hopeless 


small 


and staggering 


ness of {hem placed the super-powers 
in a specially advantageous position 
With the 
recent understanding between the 


United States and the Soviet Linion, 


even in a divided world. 


the relative position of these twe 
countries to dictate lerms to others 
is Likely to be strengthened by all 
The fact ahat 
on the Middle East mnpasse could 


counts. no agreement 
be reached during the summit, thus 
keeping the Arabs and Israclis in 
uncertainty may be a pointer, ‘Aa 
the fag end of the talks, Brezhnev 
described the Arab Teaeli conflict as 
a ‘dark the 
succe ssful the 
condemmla= 


cloud’ overshadowing 


summit, Lakewise, 
unequivoc al American 
tion in tune with others in the Secu- 
rity Council of israel for imtercept 
Lebanese civilian plane indli- 


The 


rican understanding has already pro: 


ing a 
cated Something, RussoAme- 
duced: a sense of helplessness im dif. 
ferent quarters in the form of a cre- 
dib litv gap. 
Despite the 
super powers on 


declaration by the 
the the 
their obligations to res- 


ew of 
summit ol 
pect 
despite 


their commitments to their allies, 
the fact that the Russo-Ameri- 
can relationship is nor already all 
eweetmess and light, West Europeans 
had the feeling that the two super- 
powers might be cooking Wp major 
deals behind — ihéelr backs. French 
apprehension was very much acu'e, 
at the 


super- 


In fact, the more Europe looks 


erowing unity between the 


powers, the more worred it becomes 
over the shape of 
The apprehension in West European 
capitals that was generated by the 


things to come. 


summit became-all too monifest in 
the recent concluded Hlelsinki talks. 


O- POW divi de db - 





Kissinger’s insistence on the -so-call 
ed Atlantic Charter and America’s 
repéated assurance of not letting 
down her allies have not so far allay- 
ed the fears of the Western allies. 
The credibility gap. is not confin- 
ed to West Europe alone. In many 
quarters in South-East Asia the same 
apprehension. is there and the feel- 
ing in many South-East Asian capi- 
tals coincides with the utterances 
of the Indian Prime Minister that 
India would not support any big- 
power diplomacy ortemted towards 
carving out spheres of influence. 
Arab expression of bitterness agaist 
the detente was unequivocal. 
Though Indian official reaction to 
the Russo-Amertican detents is not 
explicit, New Delhi can no more 
salect, despite the friendship treaty 
with Russia, the task of mini- 
mising her reliance on Soviet friend 
ship. The is already under 
Way, as is manifest in India’s renew- 
édi efforts to make up with Pakistan 
and her desire 4o normalise relations 
with China. Since China has suffi- 
cient yeason to view the Russo- 
American detente ag something like 
a ganging up by the «two super- 
powers to carve the world into 
spheres of influence, she is most Like- 
ly to step up hey efforts to rally 
Afro-Asian countries in the UN Ge- 
meral Assembly against. American 
imperialism and Russiam ‘social ims 
perialism’ and also undertake the job 


Process 


of consolidating her position in Asia 
by moving closer to Japar) and also 
india. Reaction of Hanoi to 
detente likewise marked by 
mistrust and a sense of helplessness. 
Even though Moscow is anxious to 
keep Hanoi Pekitig as 
far as possible, West European sources 
reveal a significany drop in Soviet 
arms supply to North Vietnam 


the 
was 


away from 


U.S. Aid 

As a consequence of the detente, 
the area in which the impact of the 
change in U.S. policy is likely to be 
the most tellig for the poor nations 
is foreign. aid. So far the United 
States has given, in the form of fo- 
reion aid, tens of thousands of mil- 
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lions of dollars to various countriés 
in all corners of the globe, What- 
ever the form of aid—humanitarian, 
subsistence, military, bribes, prestige, 
economic development aid—the pur- 
pose was more or less the same— 
contaimment of communism. In che 
post-Sedcond World War jperioxl, fo- 
reign aid. as an instrument of U.S. 
foreign policy, stood only second in 
importance, Nex¢ to her some 5,300 
overseas military bases. Foreign aid 
was the congenial handmaid of the 
diplomacy of cold war, In the past 
twenty years or so a large number of 
underdeveloped countries in’ the 
three most populous. continents have 
developed helpless dependence on 
U.S. aid. For many regimes the 
main Source foy the supply af hoth 


bread and bullets happened to be the 


USA, Yet no aspect of American 
foreign policy has created more con- 
troversy than foreign aid—both tn 
the donor country and in the rectiv- 
ling countries, Exsenhowever 
garded foreign aid as the least un- 
derstood! function-of the government. 
John Kennedy once stated that he 
would gladly discontinue foreien aid 
ifhe could. But he found he could 
not. Nixon realised that America 
could not impose on her economy 
the staggering burden of sparing 
billions of dollars every year in the 
form of extending foreign aid. The 
way out lies In an \ understanding 
with the targey of ‘containment’ it- 
self, The Chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, Sena- 
tor Fulbright, expressed the idea of 
revamping the entire U.S. foreign 
aid programme in the context of the 
detente. According to Dr John A. 
Hannah, administrator of the Agency 


re- 


for International Aid (AID), change 


in the U.S. policy of foreign: aid is 
already under way. So long the 
presence of American aid has pro- 
moted the U.S, ‘presence’ jn different 
parts of the world; mow the very 
absence of aid is most likely to 
make the U.S. presence felt by many 
countries, precariously ¢hough. 
There remains no ground for ela- 
tion in any quarter oyer the pious 
plauitudes uttered both before ‘and 





® heen 


during the Russo \merionl 
: i. Am 


It must not escape atlenit Be ot: ] 
despite all the » talk abou — 
down of tension. determina a 
permanent peace, as wells as 

: ; i 
agreement ta sign a pact { mutsct 
year stipulating limitations diy 9 
gic arms. the parties haveim -. ans 
no limit on) their defense Wi me ' 
on further research for the fii =. zs 
and perlecting of new Weiial > eran 
tems and Both Ue a meter 
powers are pursuing, handy * ; 5 3 
a policy of vertical develinnm “aed ail 
nuclear weaponry and at (ie islet # 
time discoiraving  horvoniy — 
tration by way of the Nudge ape o 
Proliferation Treaty. Whard 
this mean to the world) panei 
when both the super-powery if 
much aware of the polittegl 
heir muclear stockpiles? Ib me 
think, the possibility of an um 
dented domination by the | 
cleat new” style 9 
idea can be expressed diagmiail 
cally. Henceforth, we are mgm 
lv to witness a new pattert Gham 
national polities. The @ 
gamut of international relationg 
be placed in two side-by-side i 
—in the one are the (wo 
powers; their mutual relaiongt 
nomically, marked by  coopenl 
politically, by growing anily 
occasional differences, and mi 
by mutual suspicion and Gai 
And in che vel 
with the other circle, thay 
other nations, the United Sia 
the Sovier Union are most 


so on, 


“ . eatiy Wi 


PLACt 


giants in a 


Six M 
One y 
Five ° 
Seven 


preparedness, 
cour 


worcign 
i Am 
Eu 

Asia 


make propitious use of the 7a " 
capital of them recently cooked | 
detente and the overwhelining: 1! 
tary superiority. In that sense 
Russo-American detente nal 
heralds a new era for sipeeh 
domination in a new style, bina 
marks, sinice the Tain props Heli 
the deal have been ‘cold Gai 
of power (as we have cried 10 
the end of whatever place Iai 
had in tnternational polities and yh 
ascendancy of power politi 
may Say, to a new height 

The receny Arab-Israch esnhia 
Which started on Qeolor & 


Back 

than 
eac 
Frror 


Lon: 


i? 


NOVEMBER | 


1 Se \ ‘bern brought to a halt by joint 
ntiona eminence diplomatic pressure 
ut ae i yin and outside the Secu- 
nation Emtindl, was not only an acid 

Mol the détente, but the manner 
malleh the truce was secured (from 
Reminet the super-powers were in 


Allende : Casablanca Of Revisionism 


AsHoK RupRA 


LLENDE died for kis cause, 


He did 


spirit of cricket and starts to ja 


e budwii 
Lud lady 


wii as to the developments 
Sie MidlleFast and swo succes- 


yeolytons oriented 


towards 


standing at his post. 
not surrender to the army generals, 
nor did he seck refuige in any friend- 


ly foreien ‘country. In his lasy state- 


gine that it could possibly be deci 
sively used as an aTena for class War, 
it would be refereed out of the field, 


with violence if necessary. This was 


murine wruse were, foy rhe firs, time 
history, jointly sponsored by the 
P Uiion and the United States) 
Shear pweitimony to the fact that 
Huenie will be made to work as 


the State 
and Revolution of all Marxists until 
the breakaway of the reformuists amd 
Inter- 


2 pony Ay the basic understanding ot 
the Bit) | “tT; 
{mw hand 


onmeng@ 


ment 106 the people over the radio, 
he said he would die fighting, to set 
an example to his countrymen. And 


that is how he died, gun in hand, the formation of the Second 
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Allende. however, recalls another 
historic figure dying at his post— 
Casablanca. Not because of his re- 
fusal to leave the Presidential palace 
for safety—it would be doing injury 
to the memory of the great man to 
draw comparison al thay level. But 

until-the-last__ blind 
adherence to bourgeois legality. He 
died saying he would not budge from 
bourgeois ‘legality. Not 
was a bourgeois demdcrat. But be- 
cause of his blind faith in the creed 
of Peaceful Transition to Socialism. 
The army generals, whe CTA, and 
the 1fT are after all only the exe- 
‘cutioners of history. If Allende 
sacrificed himself, he did it ay the 


because of his 


because he 


altar of qhe great revision of, Marx- 


ism that was undertaken by the con- 

ference of 81 parties in Moscow. 
Here was a ‘test party 

commited to socialism as well as to 


case, A 
the norms of bourgeois democracy. 
carned to powey through votes \ 
party that wanted to bring in socia- 
listic and anti-imyperialistic measures 
withouy establishing the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. What happe ned 
in Qhile bears out ro the letter the 
basic tenets of Marxism-Leninism. 
These that the rul- 
ing classes would permit the game 
of bourgeois demacracy to be conu- 
nued to be played 
their vital interésts are not vouched, 
that is, as long: as the Socialist Party 
de facto continwes to serve the im- 
capitalism, If howevet 
such a party having come to power 
tends to foreer that bourgeois demo- 
cracy is a game to be played with th 


tenéts are 


only as long as 


terests of 


national. This understanding con- 
corner stone of 
until the time 
corference. which 
world 
parliamentary 
path to socialist transformaiion had 


tinued yo be the 
Marxism-I.eninism 
of the ®1-Party 
decreed that under changed 
conditions » peacelul 
once more become a possibility, az 
where the 
particularly favour- 
The crucial poiny here is, “the 
What 
The 
power in 
From the 
domiMant 
imperialism is on the de- 
fensive. The 
dancy 


least jn some coutitries 
comlitions are 
able. 
changed world conditions” 

wre there changed conditions ? 
change in the balance of 
the world, iy was said. 
position of being the 
power 
in the ascen- 
Three- 
population of the 
The 


any 


powers 
\ thay of soctalism 
fourths of the 
world live 
Soviet is invincible i 
war. It has got its H bombs and 
nuclear submarines to match the 
military might of the United States. 
Economically the Soviet Union will 
cath up in some 20 years or 30 with 
the U.S.A. And s0 on, 

There are obviously 


under ‘socialisya. 


Union 


many who 
But there are 
The present 
is one of those who, from the 
very time of the $1-Party Conference, 
from before the development of the 
the Soviet and 
the Chinese lines, found difficulty in 
following the train of logic here. Of 
course the changed balance of forces 
in the world arena is a reality. But 
mv difficulty all along in understand, 
is Ye 


follow the logic here. 
otherg who 
Wr iler 


cannot, 


differences between 


mine has been, how this change 


levant in so‘ far as the establishment! 
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of socialism im a particular country private cars, the property-owning COUP, and they well. aga mike the 
is ‘tonsidered. For the latter it classes would accept to be bquidated But to what avail hes 90s , di: 
seems what is relevant is the balance is to bank on a desire for suicide of counter vailing milijury, (a pihen th 
of class forces internal to each parti- the propertied classes, When Marx mic—might of the sochalialy ken thos 
eulan country. The ‘military capa- and Lenin thought thar the proper- The Soviet Union tat 08 hi ithe w 


bilwy ol the socialist bloc (a%sam- tied classes would not agreé to com- diplomatic rélatians with, ints more 
ing for the moment that there ts mit suicide and therefore considered That seems to be givig iu y , they di 
such a bloc ready to practise pro- dictatorship of the proletariat to be little headache to Ue neralt e very 
letarian internationalism) would be unavoidable they were not thinking have asassinated thousandndl fecermie 
relevant in preventing a country with of external forces. They were think- ple, arrested hundreds of val im very % 
established socialist power from be- ig ol domestic réaction. They ex- refugees. and are combilig thes me to arn 
ing over-run by external forces of pected domestic reaction to resort try for we important Ley Be general: 
reaction. If a Socialist. country is to violence, throwing to the winds The protagonists al peacdlil ‘ Pe 
engaged in some sort of armed strug- the facade of legality and democraicy. sition would perhaps Sy (hat # workers 
gle with some external forces. then There could of course be at all fave never considered Ua RN 
these external forces could be coun- times external help to domestic yeac- Weuld not resort to violence if yas stil 
tered with socialist military might. tion, jus, as there could theoreti: sorted to in the firsy place Dy) bhing th 
The socialist military might could cally be external help to the domes- tion. In other words, r fi re them 
also prevent the onset of such a. tic forces of socialism, once there is gramme is lo stick. to the cq Ing thes 
strugele, by the threat of retaliatory a Socialist bloc. But the primary 40" until the last, and 7es0ros Emo; be 
action. The argument would be battle is between the two domestic only if reaction does s in dhe tor an 
iustrated by protagonists of this forces. No changed world conditions instance. ‘They may pout ie Tie m to h 
line by the examples of Cuba and Sem to be there that make the sistance offered. by the Chilleang Rept sa 
Vietnam. Cuba could be regarded Marxist-Leninist theory outdated im kes. But two imporiint Ports fe step 
as an example precisely of 5o- *° far as this basic postulate goes, here. First, one annoy Gig mal.” 
viet capitulation before imperialism, namely, thal once the reactionary tionally prepare Lor war and. ine 
and doubts can be raised about the forces are defeated by the forces of at the same Ume, A party { q binfused 
actual volume of Soviet aid to Viet- socialism by constitutional means, ganises itsell over years for pal pe res 
nam: bur we shall concede, for the the latter would resort to unconsti- Mentary practices, # purty that perce: 
sake of argument, that it is socialist tutional means. Unless the revolu- [0° constantly assure che 1Onat & hou 
military might that is preventing the tionary masses are armed, unless the taltian class albies that him ure 
Americans from overrunning Cuba revolutionary party is prepared to intention of ever doing anythitigy ihe 
and dislodeing Fidel Castro, and that crush reaction with violence, the nas- constitulional, is Not in g@ peal ein! cc 
but for Soviet military help the Viet-. cent socialism would go under, How 0 organise itself for insutrestiall icy & 
namese would not have been able 4 the terrible muclear might of the warfare when such a wat i in porte? 
10 humble rhe imperialisy giant, Thes¢ socialist bloc going to make any 0” it, as has been imposed ong sect, 
aye however not examples of social. difference to this? Chilean socialists The =i Mehed 
ism being established mm countries Obviously the believers sce some point is, there is indisputable Mitary. 
hitherto under the domination of fundamental difference being made, vantage to the side that strike Hose =} 
reactionary class forces through The non-believers ‘would of course The theory of proletarian dit [ry 
peaceful means, thanks to the changed prefer to go by history. And, the ship is that of rhe imperalive tie pralii 
balance of forces in the wot id. Cuba living history brings very little sup- of the socialist forces strikingya mit, | 
andl Viemam are certainly nop ex= port to the revised thesis. The fact and doing so with crippling) ma ) 
amples of socialism being established of the changed balatice of forces did tiveness iP bee: 
through the ballot box. not deter’ the Indonesian reac- The burning events -of Chile thr 
tionaries from massacring the Indo. light on both the points, I the oters 

Domestic Reaction nesian communists and pushing back  vitionist leadership of the Gh anor 

As a matter of fact, lor eocialism socialism in that country by, maybe, CP had prepared the lorgan Cities 
io be established through votes, one decades. And there is. this test case; to 20 underground at a 10 eam: | 
is counting on the reactionary forces Chile. ‘The generals who killed notice, then the geteral Secretiiyy ince 
abdicating, power, giving up without Allende and made the parliamentary the party would not ‘be cauti e sic 
a fight. After_all, socialism means path lead the country to fascism soon, let alone the head of state firty- 
expropriation of the  propertied seemed to be least worried about the ing: to die fighting practically 
classes, and the idea that just. because changed balance of forces tn the (but for a handful of bodyguaty ed 
the socialist bloc has got thousands world. There has been a lot of talk It #8 not only that the revinid ie M 
of nuclear warheads or their bureauc- about the IIT and the CIA having leaders did not strike the first S000 
rats having more of Thalyan made supported if not engineered the ‘They waited indefinitely tor agi 
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mike first blow. Not only 


Ney did everything possible to 
iin the hands of reaction and 
Brihose of the revolutionaries. 
Hie writing on the wall was 
Hemore aud more unmiustak- 
Hey dilly-dallied precisely with 
ary army were 
mame the butchers of the 
soon. Instead of taking 
Satm the people, Allende let 
Miperals outlaw the carrying ol 
mee let them carry out raids 
Bikers in factories who were 
any to arm  Themstlves while 
paul! im power! 
Mn the generals of power, ‘he 
item more and more by i- 

then his Cabinet. He 
ip buying lime to prepare him- 


leaders who 
re- 


Instead. of 


into 


panything—he was only being 
M his creed. Unjil the end 
Bit saying, “1 shall not take a 
gep that would be unconstitu- 
1 


sed Ants” 


Wesnits of this policy of being 


n 


im hourgeois democrat than 
hourgeois democrat Cver has 
ie being seen im Chile today. 


words of an eyewitness (the 
Morrespondent of Le Monde), 
y abou; in. the towns, these 
~ of Allende, totally  cot- 
like anthills 
‘ander the of the 

[hose, that is to say, 
not being found 
the streets, 





ants outside 


batons 





bodies are 
Morning rotting in 
Myhe to the same 
me dhere has hor been any orga- 
fesjstance.... Phe resistance 
hand still is by general con- 
stray 
in 


coryespon- 


1 






® matter of individual 

f m:6|6|( ke Monde’ quotes 
of this assessment one of the 
i the President's non-profles- 
Mebotvruard. he balance of 
mi clescribed by him: On the 
Me the armed forces, counsns 
ive to thirty-eight thousand 
thousand 
by 
al 









































plus some fifteen 
Another estimate 














f police. 
Monde figures much higher, 
in all. On the other, abou 


Midusand in 













fighters traaned 
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guerilla warfare...” Their leaders. 
mostly of the MIR, are safe and 
sound’ it is thus only the extreme 
Left—the MUR—tha: is prepared to 
give leadership to the resistance. It 
was not easy £01 them to make their 
preparations unde Allende’s regime. 
Allende tried to use the machinery 
of the bourgeots State, counting on 
generals. 
rather over the lower 
ranks—just as Our Jyoti Basu want 
ed to consolidate communist power 
in West Bengal with the help of the 
Home Department and the Inspec- 
tor General Police. But while 
Jyoti Basu yried his to erush 
the Naxalites, Allende only harassed 


the co-operation of the 


than win 


ot 
best 


the MIR. That leaves some hope 
for Chile: 

It is only natural that the grim 
tragedy of Ghile should provoke 


questionings and searchings in the 
ranks of the revisionists the world 
over, especially in 
revisionist parties think thay they are 
power 


countries where 


within reach of coming to 
through constitutional means. Such 
4 countty is France. The Frencn 
Communist Party which «is ‘prepar- 
ing for ‘the assembly , elections al 
1976, wn giving a sharp ard hasty 
reaction to the Chilean coup, land- 
ed itselt into a first-class contradic- 
Condemving the Gaullist Gov- 
for not condemning ‘tthe 


Marchais, the General Sec- 


tion. 
ernment 
putsch, 


retary of the French Commumist 
Party said. that ‘was to be 
expected, eiven that the Gaullists 
thernselves came to powe! with the 


Bur by making 
ola 


help of the army 
this point, which caused a bit 
furore in. the country the French 
Communists pulled away the cat 
per from under their own feet. For 
naturally, the programme of social- 
ism 
that such things as army intervention 
will nor happen in France. 

backward country 
the Third World; 
ancient tradicion of 
OF course 
that Chile was not 


is Not a 
those of 
eo anu 
cracy, 

to SAY 


like 


other Latin American country—its 
nor-inr 


had a traglttion ol 


army 


through votes has this premise 


France 
like 
it has 
clemo- 
Allende also used 
amy 


volvement in politics, etc. Also the 
history of France precisely is of de- 
mo¥racies being overthrown. by 

lence and by threats af vrolence— 
the present Trench Republic 1s call- 
ed the Fifth Republic. But the total 
contusion of the Communists and 
Socialists who are bidding for powel 
the ‘leadership of the Social 


yio- 


uncle 


Democrat, Mittcrand, is understand- 


able. What else (can they say but 
that they will see to it that France 
does nor have the same experience 


as Chile ? 
Paradoxically, 1 
Press and the spokesmen of the 


is the ringht-wing 
right- 
wig parties that are underlining the 
The general theme 
follows , 


correct lesson. 
in their comments goes 
“You sce, Socialism and Democracy 


: ‘ 
First you have 


as 


do not go Logether. 
economic difliculties, 

(Incidentally, 
engineered by 


unprecedented 
then a _ bloodbath.” 
the economic criss, 

foreign monopoly capital as well as 
the domesti¢ medium and small capi- 
tal, was not in any way made more 
to resolve \ilende by the 
fact that the Soviet Union proposes 
to catch up with America in econo- 
mic strength). The French  right- 
wing is doing and saying everything 
to make it clear that the same eco- 
whe ‘Same hlood- 
france if 
to 


Casy for 


and 
there 
yote 


Womic crisis 
bath 
the 
power, 

At a more sober level, French po- 
litical scientists are. once more ask- 
ing themselves the basic question 
about the compatibility ol a 


10 
Mitterand 


would be 
French 


social- 


ist programme and bourgeois demo- 


cracy; and mo%t of them are corm- 
tng out with dismal answers, A 


typical example is Maurice 
a liberal and a bit of a social de- 
mocrait, but respected among acade- 
stientists. Hleré 1 
what he has to say: “The Commune 
1871, the Fascism of the Phirtzes, 
press cormments the Chilean 
all go 10 show that the 

have 
similar 


mic political 
ol 

the 
coup d'etat, 


on 
right-wing would 
reactions under 

As jong as 
believed ‘that 
Populah 


European 
analogous 
circumstances 

Chilean Right 
experiment of ithe 


ahe 


3 





Jyuyerger, 


the 


Unity 









was going to he ended by the voters 
themselves, ‘they maintained a demo- 
cratic altitude. When tt started to 
fear that it “was not happening and 
that the play of the liberal institu- 
tions ended up in maintaining Allen- 
develop- 
preferred 


de in and in the 


ment of 


power, 
socialism, they 
violence to Law.” And) again, ~ This 
means thar the majo- 
rity that characterise liberal demo- 


rules al the 


cracy cannot he applied in the same 
fashion when the governmens form 
edi by regular elections does not re- 
main content iA just managing the 


existing ‘capitalist order or just 


touch up with secondary reforms, 
but undertakes to transform i, radi- 
cally with a view to replacing ir by 
a socialist system.” 

It is ironical that the appearalce 
of a book by the French Party secre- 
tarv should coincide with the putsch 


book, 


addressed to the voters of the next 


in Chile. In the obviously 


eleytions, ir 'ts categorically tated 


har the French pafty, ff voted to 


power, would not eyer outlaw Op- 


position parties, would not refuse 


yoted out in 
The 


the relevary, question is not 


lo renounce Power if 
the next elections, ete. irony 
is that 
if the French party would permit 
other parties to function: the rele- 
vant question is if ir would tbe al- 
lowed to function. In Chile Allende 
chic * 


Parties that outlawed his. 


outlaw the 


not Opposition 


————— 


For Frontier contact : 

SUNIL KUMAR MOHANTA, 
Collectorate Compound, 
Balurghat, 

Dist.«West Dinajpur. 
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The Press 


Absentee Editors 


PATRAKAR 


A BSENT EE editors 
addition ,o 


our 


the latest 
semi—feudal 


arc 


set-up: the man who is seen nowhere 
near the newspaper office. He may 
visit, uhe place of publication only 
4 month and sometimes once a 
year—yer hie is ‘the editor’. He is, in a 
way, the symbol of the deterioraling 
standards of Indian journalism. 
The trend is a receny 

stanted. with the Sethjj who wanted 
to hold all the key positions-—editor, 


printer and publisher—in this new 


once 


one and 


‘industry’. Later the politicians, the 
natural heir to Sethjt, followed the 
footsteps of their masters, 

Today, in India, we have scores of 
‘editors’ who have absolutely nothing 
to do with journalism and cannot be 
termed working 
the term, 

The phenomenon of absemtee edi- 
torship has come into force not only 
because the Sethi. or the Netaji for 
that matter, wants to dodge the in- 


joumnalists in any 


sense of 


come-tax authorites but also because 
he wants to have direct control over 
the editorial policy of his paper, a 
task thar & always not possible to 
perform through cronies, 

Sut thar is not che whole story, at 
least in the case politician- 
cum-editor.Here, his mame helps to 


of our 


run the journal, tha ts lo say, mot 
only circulation-wke—in fact, some- 
times i, may ruin the sale prospects 
of a journal if t¢ is branded a party 
paper—but also financially, through 
overt or covert means, Covert,. we 
would mot discuss here—the. nature 
of this column forbids it—but overt 
we can, 
Circulation 
part ol newspapel 


forms just 2 small 


income. Either 
it is ‘donations’ from some quarters 
or advertisements Which help to see 
it through. In ads. form a 
sizable section of newspaper reyenue 
per cent—and 
even the ‘mass cinculation’ popular 


fact 


—jn some cases 99 


weeklies are over-Senigely 
issue that may dijpleae aia 
tisers or prospective ae 
(Remembey the massive al 
tween two tobacco giant an 
lack of editerial eam 
agyin, after am 
Haven't We 
from a WOH 
, union cabinet 
who has bden ipatronisitig, i 
the Dangelte sheets! 

If the ads are coming all if 
selves jt ts all right; better sail 
party. fae 
may always try other metho 
» trade union leader den 
full page’ from «he owner oie 
dustry in which he is goul 
a sirike next month, What 
blackmail? Usiiga 
political influence to €Xthiiias 
the most deplorsble and 
} but Ut & 
what is happening today he 


‘Donations’, 
he form of ads. 
enoueh ol it u 


said to be 


are im the ruling 


giness ot 


tion of Ks Sort 
is ethically wrong for ge pili 
write for ads. our PROs would: 
for it that ninety pey cena ft 
by the 
though their papers enjoy a 
vices of fullaime business il 
Ir is the practice ina Delhiw 
‘edited’ by a NOt-SO-FTttCh ie 
Young-Turk, rhat/all its pairaiy 
ltical cuns, fo Oly on 
tours Lo selhiure ads. for the sig 
journal’. In this way, thy) 
was able to get some three iii 
ads—total tart 
into lakhs of rippces—lor One 
‘special’ Issues Ist year, Tt coma 
with two sections, one ob piel 
clusively carrying «he adil 
The coun 


requests. are signed 


big 


pages of 


So far sa good. 
free. the citizens enjoy TE 
expression df the Governing 
willing) and anyone omuty Unm 
a journal, proyided he has it 
sources. But whay is really 
is the freedom of the Fourie’ 
that is, if we are ready 10 7Re 
the papers rum by politichars a 

\ bsentee echitantilp: 
with the objedseitey 
freedom ‘of che press 

\ recent instatice Onsen 


Hindi newsweekly published a 


category 


terferes 
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t 
mapatal, ww 
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Pyowd dr 
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ming pres 
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‘ Mores a 
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Peinposec 
sent 

Anc 

im wh 

AL 


Been < 
1 Braostis 
hich 
posure 
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* fay11sl 
ns, 
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ital, whose ‘absentee chief 
Bf hixpspens to be a political party 
“Wo lu drive the pony home. 
Sime of its recent issues the 
Hy published 2 sory regarding 
® corruption it the warerways 
men of a small Bihar town 
“politiral ulibrella’ 
fe gthilty oficial by some 
Noenl Netas (leaders). 
munpeats Uiat (or some mysterious 
m the publication of the rem 
Py tecal ex-ML.\ belonging to th 
Pa the “¢hicl elitor’. who was, 
ily enough, also the ‘distribu 
a the weekly. In the 
Mikey ensied berween his poli- 
B Yovilty and loyalty (owards 
drew! had its edewe over ideo- 
The ucws item was literally 
Bed ou; with the help of a 
ity pres). When distributed in 
btormecdt naturally 


Ral poms CurOsity (the 


olfet 


cor 


violent 


his 


one 
ict ails I 
ripe 


roar 


form, it 

: : among 

| hou ' 
be Rous readers of the sown. 


cl Lome as 
nove- 


i there was sort. ol a 
Pumint whe corrupt official go 
m the area—joinily orgamis- 
iy all the political parries eX 
that 
con: 


ould ve 


of tht 


cite h 


ry the 


Meiic one belonging to (yes. 
; mate 


A correct expression) the 
al political cum = newspaper 
Some procured ' a 
mameny fom anothe 
The ext was Ol of 
me wus a violent reaction im 
Wext werk the weekly rect ive 
the 


copy al 
town, 


the baw! 


6 of letters condemning 
Pand spe ifioally 
Polita¢ian-cum-ager 
Um pare censorship. 
Banta copy of the 
fe Another mamed the printing 
i which this vicious work was 
{reecdout 
k At) of them urged stern ac 
CTOUMICTIOS ‘ ‘ . 
reel Seen aguimst he polutician-cum-new> 
ry rt uv ~ 
i) er | noc, whe had no, only 
as | the 
1} i milignna! the weekly but also the 
illy & 2 w 
: 2 me of your party. , 
orth ES 4 I . 
WI practical the 
ra inc lod - \ . 1 ] 
a ; , Meni rould have provided 4 2006 
cans Te 3 . 
: iris weekly 
Lovley aD ° ; iH 
~ My was call alter semsidats 
ed avity M . 5 Re 
: peires, Tut instead of playing 
Bite weekly develope cold fect 
Orr Oey eas Doe eal SE ee ' 
; mily for not-so-miysterious rea 
lished a 


BER 10, 


blaming 
fot 


Someone 


rhe 
shem 4 


deformed 


county 


PHsT pores 


issue go ehe 


and 


' EM HER 10, 97% 


the 


Cultural Notebook 


Those Barren Leaves 


AgpuinavaA GUPTA 


HANKS to Calcutta’s we I-known 


literary establishments there 


been no scarcity of armual rte 


this ‘autumn Despite 


ol food essential 


commodities in rhe ivket the regu 
wily boom 1m creati writine in 
has 


uja 


that pre ceck S Vint 
AT 


have come 


pujas 
led us. che famous 


Niumbers our—in costly 


new 


lan- 


and sprint The biggest 


new establishment in the 


spapetr 


euagze brought out two special num 


hers-—one for its daily and the other 


I yerhaps {11 some wh 


han m 


for its weekly—j 

i 
volumes 1 previous 
Orhex 


their special 


larger my 


YEAT rewspapers also brought 


out numbers jon this 


occas1otl—a one for the 


weeklies or monthly editions, if any. 


Resides there are sl] sorts of specialls- 


‘odicals going in for a Spe al 


edition, thei specialities includ- 


me sex. crime, fantasy, cinerma. and 


the like Children’s 
of erude and refined types, 


the mselye S 


magazines, both 


carve out 


a place tor rhe Ing 


referred ro above also 
children’s special 
Pubbing 


run-of-4) 


establishmenm 


brineime out is 


number on the occasion, 


shoulders with this rathes 
mill stuff and jostling for space in 
ide 5 ills 


highbrow literary jour 


one fitids a few 


wa 
Way 


aloat-lor ykeiree, 


in ther special puja ec 


also i 


nals 
tions. And somewhat uneasy in such, 
company, quite a number o! serious 
and cultural 


leftist 


political journals with 


bias claim your at 


ob raat ee 
tention 
Such 


spurt of literary output— 


albeit once a year—IDus bring a few 


extra rupees to the por kets of those 


who are concerned with its manu- 
facture and icirculation—pu! ifshers, 
binders, hawkers, stall owt 
case of what I have 


esta blish- 


printers, 
ers and, in the 


called 


ments. 


literary 
Like people 


famous 


ra writers too, 


on any other job the writers who 
seh) 


lishments 


thelr products to sdhese astab- 


have worked ovét- 


must 
hime to meet »this seasonal rise iM 
demand for abe labour, ‘They could 
not possibly hav depended on: 18- 
old-fashioned sense 
thei! 


the 


pirat ion im the 


and were give a Tun for 


money, plodding away af il at 


rate of Something like two novels and 


short 4 fortnight to € 
Or 


few fortunate members 


rour stories Tn 


their extra rupecs. course, there 
beem a 


onild—the 


have 


of chen better known 
who have 


work, by 


md more favourite ones 
less 


wri {¢ 


earned for un- 
for 
There ts 
that 


agt eed 


more 
dertaking to exclusively 
this or that puja numbe! 


no I however, «o believe 
the 
to turn out only one novel each this 


edition 


eason, 
popular writers who have 
certain puja 


season for a 


must have written beter tham those 
forced to write more. 
the form- 
er’s slightly 
shorter than the novels, and as many 
like for other 


The high earnings have 


who have been 
There bas been no bar to 
writing big. stcr.cs 
short stories as phiey 
puja issues, 
been quite assured for accepiing @ 


certain voluntary restraint on creali 


vity in some cases, but the improve- 


mem ol product nor necesarily 80. 


In fact, when a popular writer 4S 


actvertised as writing something, 


preferably 4 novel, exclusive for one 
puja 
self and 
efamd. Lo 
through the 
dinct. the 
circulation 

As fot the 
couldn't care 
not know 
Those who do, cannot 


number, only the writer him- 


the journal In ue ion 


sain by the leaxl—one 
high price of his 


increased 


pro- 


other through 


readers’ loss, they 


Most of them do 


Jess 


what rood jiteraiure 16. 


find it easily 


__not in amy case amos the pages 


of popular periodicals. ly is. these 


periodicals and ‘their wegular hacks 


ll} 





who form the tastes of the readers, 
shape their expedtations, pervert 
their sensibilities. The writers who 
contribute to these journals soon 
find chemselves kowtowing to the 
vicious rituals of .sowldestroying 
cult. They repeat the gibberish of 
Grub Street. As for other cultural 
influences in the land, popular songs 
on the radio and variety fare on 
the stage and screen make up a veri 
table witches’ brew. Indeed If any- 
body wants to know about modern 
Bengaij culture he need only stay 
im Calcutta during whe pujas, The 
music at the pandals and the way it 
is purveyed through blaring micro- 
phones will ¢ell him a lot about the 
aesthetic development of the people 
here. If he reads Bengali he will 
get to know about the literary tastes 
of the present generation more cor- 
rectly by leafing che puja number of 
any popular periodical than by 
reading Niirad Chaudhurf’s account! 
of an idealised Bengali gentleman of 
a slightly older type. One thing 
will puzzle him though. He will 
find so many people spilling over 
and swirling all about him on pave- 
ments and in vehicles, around shops 
and amusement centres jduring the 
better part of the waking hours that 
he will wonder how any of them 
could find time to read anything, 
even a ‘popular journal. Hs sur 
prise will be ghe greater when he 
learns «hat most of these surging hu- 
man waves are confined at certin 
hours of the night and early morn- 
ing within a narrow space—roughly 
8 or 4 persons to a small room—hours 
during which they are supposed to 
do any reading, Obviously in sch 
citcumstances phere can be no such 
thing as a solitary reading of Dante 
which E. M. Forster snootily dis- 
tingwishes as a characteristic aspect 
of culture. Nor in the busy, mad: 
dening streets of Calcutta is there 
anything resembling the market 
places where Socrates argued with 
young Athenians. So, where do 
the Calcuttans devote themselves. to 
cultural dwelling 
places and open-air 
what they are? 


pursu its—their 
haunts being 


12 


FRONTIER 


The colleges and universities are 
places for peddling dubious oertfi- 
cates for a kind of learning which 
does not pervent a university girl 
from admiring Fidel Castro 2s much 
as she does Dharmendra—the po- 
pular 'Hindj matinee idol. Bril- 
liant ITT students are heard croon- 
‘ing Hindi-film songs jand talking 
about silly Bengali screen hits with 
greater ‘animation than about anys 
thing else. The public libraries 
are haunted either by borrowers of 
a later-day popular fiction or by 
scholars grubbing among books for 
materials for a doctoral thesis, The 
bars—no equivalent of Elizabethan 
pubs or taverns—are infested by m- 
tellectuals who think little and 
dvink much. though hardly know- 
ing how to do either properly. The 
coffee houses? Nothing like real 
conversation or social amenities are 
practised in these haunts of long- 
haired and bearded youths. 

So all Calcutta’s culture is con- 
centratted in the pages of popular 
periodicals, especially in their annuz! 
puja editions. The advertisements 
put out by these journals for their 
special numbers claimed as much. 
Taken together with the spree on 
the puja pandals they sum up all 
that is best tn our cultural life to- 
day. Writing about culture 
one once remarked that ip is some- 
thing connected with a desire to 
preserve and communicate some- 
thing derived from our enjoyment 
of classics. 1 derives from our love 
of a few books, pictures, tunes. The 
list of favourites may be made more 
inclusive or exclusive and = yarly 
somewhat. but the attitude and ap: 
proach remain the same. There is 
broad general agreement 
abour those who matter. The cor- 
rect approach is always based om a 
faith in something ‘permanent and 
irreplaceable, unique and worthy of 
preservation in all thag is best in 
man’s cultural achievements. From 
this point of view, is there anything 
culturally important in the literary 
fare offered by the establishment 
journals? Like ghe clay images of 
the goddess whose annual worship 


some- 


also a 


inspires the ‘creative actl i 
are Objects of short-lived Wi 
After the four or five dayed 
ship the images are thrown 
river, In less ¢han a month 
numbers are sold away wiltigl 
papers, 

True, even Bengalis a 
exhibiting an interes, in mi 
their own classics (wines i 
for cheap editions of oli iil 
Bur thts may be more iromy 
of duty and irrational veM 
than anything like a trae int 
lhe works themselves. Thert} 
a thing as cultural mobbeya 
is a good thing to be abled 
library of old Bengali author 
such a small cost. 


A ‘Reformed’ Isham 


MRIGANKA SEKHAR RM 


N Haati-ke-Daant B. ROD 
seems to be on a crusiiem 
dhe self-styled guardians oF 
ctety’s morals who are full a 
vices they themselves are oungay 
bat. The central character im 
business magnate who 
agains, the excesses of sex ail 
lence in the movies Sut 
ashamed af sleeping with Hig 
of one of his contractors 1 ex 
of favours bestowed on hin, Bt 
really ‘irying to expose THO 
paigners against Chetna-typemn 
Maybe, but his attempts Havel 
totally futile, because the fii 
io penerate anything but cont 
for the mept amd childish appre 
of the director, There gre mga 
masallas, some worn-ouy clichigal 
father-domination with an @ fi 
ture of murder and blackmail} 
is not much exposure of thei 
anatomy, the familiar Ishata ii 
mark and at firs, sight, ong 
think that he has turned 4 10 
fut actually he has become Gay 
in hoodwinking the censors, age 
off-screen love-cooings, the titi 
‘doublameanings “and  sugaa 
angles are more vulgar thaw 


NOVEMBER If 





_ 


vty, 

utenti th 
ys Of 
Tl uite i 
th che oi 
h old = 


mid simple wndressing scenes. 
ihm treads «on the beaten 
Woithe classic tearykrking mate 
Whe story of a respectable youth's 
Ration. for a prostitute. Here 
Bike focus is on unmasking so- 
top brass, for the prostitut: 
out to be. the iHeertirna': 
Seer of a famous judge. This 
mal) reaches its ¢limax with a 
mnie aul rhe court-room episode 
He dollows stretches beyond all 
Beeb limits of credibilicy 
Me execution 4s shoddy and al- 
pug we don't have busts 
middriffs, th 
ti one of crude vulgarity 


| 
of Ser 
I 


irc 1 
colle in 
ss the wa 
| autho 
om a Me 
veneer 
mere 
here is stil 
very and TE exp ye 
c .o have aa 
authors if 


bare 
general 


s 


To Comrades 


shara & 


1 Ly me congratiiate Comrade 
mu Sanyal and others fer their 
| y revolutionary letter (published 
R. Tahsaty November 4. 1972 in Frontier) - 
sade SQM is go register my broad agrec- 
: of ahé 7 mat with the lester, : 
full of “MINN Responding to the call given 
out 10m fy the romvades for self-criticism let 
ter 18 mitixise myself unreservedly for 
O preaches Past as a CC member in the de- 
and Haeeeinoment of deviations in our cor- 
out oO x jury line. Proper self-criticism 
th the Waal be done through practice with 
in eNCHMMERIRR help of the lessons learned. ‘The 
im, TS Usha Ro of martyrs is never 
. the al Ws time only wil) judgie how we 
a-vype Thin Tiny the debt of blood and évaluat 
ss have: DOMES gell-crinicism thereby. 
film fail § As lor me, 1 never tried or will 
conten to make out that J am a 
ish appt wh Comrade Charu Mazurn- 
t many sale , Admittedly, Comrade Charu 
cliches SOURS uumdat’s responsibility was big- 
ay ad :r yoy that can never be made.an 
kman. eccus for my own deviauions: In 
of the Teal Me to establish abe correc, con 
Ishata Ep of the development of revolu- 
one mig unnary authority Unat learn 
da new Tei rrongl our bitter and valuable €x- 
ome Geveiiiteience, we had to attack Comrade 
Ors, ae a Phar Matumdar politically. But 
the tii: should noc be taken as an att- 
suge oS temp 10 hide owe own responsibi- 
than 2 As we had pointed one in 


r RAY 


sex 


wast- 


he 


uit scape- 


wc 
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our document, the development of 
a thine is the result of its 
contradiotion. 

4. On the East Pakistan question, 
I still adhere to our previous stand 


internal 


Communists all over the worl] should 


have helped «the nationalistic forces 
to 
oppose foreien mtervention and af 
This is no} 
tien with the right of self-determina 
Pakie 
The question was one of the telative 
Our 

was a principled one; nothing 
ha} pened to change 
hind st. 


in Pakistan in its juse struggle 
pression. in contradic- 
tion ol the people of Easy an. 


stand 
has 


importance of the rwo. 


the palitic: be 
1 still think that the con- 
cept of United Front: against! foreien 
averession is a sharp weapon of Mao 


Pse-tung thought  im_ the hands of 


the world proletariat, 

5. A correct polit al line ensur- 
ing the 
of the 
the 


Today 


formation and deyelopment 
PLA still 
prime party. 
of formation 
and development of the PLA is the 
problem of people ‘s war in our coun- 
trv. Without the PLA our party and 
people are without the sharpest po- 
litical As 
tion of the formation of 
command raised in 


and base areas 18 


necessity ol our 


the problem 


weapon, such the ques 
military 
our document 
was nol a military question merely. 
The political aspect and ‘the pers 
pective should not be missed. 

§. The question of mass movements 
and organisation should not he judg- 
ed in isolation. The relationship be 
tween whese two and the formation 
of base ateas Should be remembered 
and emphasised. 

7. All possibile 
made to maintain the umity of 
party. 
ship or Wipatiencs of the cadres on 
this 


and hence should be firmly resisted. 
Rg We 


should be 
the 
Trresponsibtliry of the Jeacder- 


efforts 


issue js extremely dangerous 


should try to follow the 


tradition of carrying out the revolu- 


tion until the last moment of life; 


this valuable tradition has been 


created by the blood of ovr martyrs 
indluding Comrades Babulal Pan- 


chadri Krishnamurthy, Sushitall Roy 


oe 
Choudhury, Sarbj Dutta and Charu 
Mazumdar, 
With revolutionary 
Asuim CHATTERJEE 


Hazaribagh 
Patatik 


a 


orectings, 


Contemporary Scenes, when they 


ale 


conclusions. 


are examined politically, almost 


. 
ways bring extreme 


And in the absence ol sufficient do- 


cumentation, as in our present his- 


tory, such conclusions tend 4o pre 


ject subjective reactions, even roman- 
tic, indulging quite often im ficon 
Pomts made on contemporary 


therefore, 


SCLELICS, 
are always found ideibat 
able, 

Out 


der 1 us 


film  Padatih 
controvet sy. 


has provoked 

run % 
mo ivated, 
find 
and 
and 


Some 
down 2 wnobjective, 
superficial and sinister. Some 
ntistically 


watich 


it quite valid, both 
politically. I. for one, 
see ancl take lessons, battling against 
all romantic and stupid aberrations. 

A certain 
October 20) 
wainst the film and having quoted 
from lant, @x- 
preged his deepesr concern for a 
fact that I possibly 
acquainted with knowledaeabfe  cit- 


cles. 


“flm-eoer" (Frontrer, 


having given his views 


authorities 


TaS, aq 


mysterious am 


Here 1 must not hide my emo 
tion whtn IT say that 1 have no hing 
but comtempt for such personal at- 
And ethics is 


will 


tacks. Tt is unethical. 


something which a true Marxist 
value much. 

“Why is Patrika sa 
happy with the film?” asks the said 
Why. if T may ask, the 
“film-coer” 1s 


Amrita Bazar 


“film-goer™ 


SUSPICIOUS 80 8 ©6anery 
a’ the Sfates- 


inand Bazar 


with the film, ae much 
the group 


fit is silly the lowe of the “filtte 


man and 
aré ¢ 
ocr. 

“Why". ‘he asks, “is the film eiven 
financial assistance by the Film Fin- 
ance Corporation and Dens Bank 
Why. ] ask again. Frome? published 
Central Governmtnt 
kinds of 
when, according to the “film: 
the MI 


advertisements 
acains! Al violence. at a 
time 
“were dcfinite- 


goer” cadres 
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ly not mere cannon fodder ?” 

I make {this submiss:on—all this 
comes from a certain kind of roman- 
tic obsession which invariably Igads 
ro absurd and odd ‘generalisations, 
over-simplified and crude. 

I hope jn future the “film-eoer" 
will nog chastise me for using the 
raw materials supplied by a huge 
Estgblishmen, called Kodak Limited, 

MRINAL SEN 
Aicutta 


In Padatik Mrinal Sem has put 
special four cardinal 
poimts needed for the people's  de- 
mocrali¢ revolution in a semi-feudal 
country like India, These are (a) 
The existing class .structure of our 
society should be overthrown. (b) 
This overthrow of class society can 
only be achieved through armed 
Struggle with people's participation 
and no} peaceful transi- 
tion. (c) In carrying out the peo- 
ple’s armed struggle. extreme caution 
should be observed jin isolating the 
enemy from the real friends of the 
revolution. (d) In mobilising the 
people in support of the arnmned 
Struggle. the advanced cadres of the 
revolutionary party should politicise 
them «hrough active participation 
in all forms of struggle launched by 
different mass fronts and orgmnisa- 
tions of the people. Any deviation 
will lead to total disaster. 

Let people like A. K, Lahiri, 
Abheek Mazumdar etc, fearn. their 
Marxism first and grasp the real na- 
ture and Incian 
revolution instead of hurling malli- 
cious attacks on a film like Padatik, 

SreizA SEN 
Calcutta 


emphasis on 


through 


charadteristics of 


Mrinal Sen‘s latest film Padatik has 
for. obyious reasons created a stir in 
film circles. as well as in: some poli- 
tical corners. Much wunnecessary” 
wrath has been directed agains, the 
director, even taken 
pains to discover a malign motive 
on his pant. 

To me the theme of the story i 


uh Renter’ 


Peonme Salil fos G 


—- 


Some have 


FRONTIER 
very clear It is a Story of a revo- 
lutionary youth who realises the 
reality around him, ‘ponders over jr. 
reads Mao and revolutionary |itera- 
ture and tries. to find 
to fight: agains: the 
realises that without 
especially “workers, peasants and the 
middle class and women!’ revolution 
is impossible, Sufficieny  hini— 
which any intelligent filmgoer should 
understand—has 


2 correc, way 
He 


manes— 


enemies. 
the 


been given about 
the form of the revolutionary strug: 
gle. . Shots-on the fight of the people 
of Vietnam and of some African 
countries (with the globe moying 
symbolically) 
on 


have been projected 
On the other hand 
the caricature of revolution made by 
the pseudo-revolutionaries is alse im- 
plicit in the howls of the demazo- 
blown forth from che micro. 
phone in a Maidan rally, supeesting® 


the screen 


gues 


the whter nonsense of such speeches. 
Mao has been quoted by the hero 
which suggests his reliance on Mao's 
way and thought. Mention showld also 
be made of the last scene where the 
youth sits by the side of his mother’s 
body—weighed down by grief buy re- 
juvenated by the spark of his father's 
and advice—'Be 
the time of his departure. 
One fine quality of the picture 1s 
thar in criticising the  sectars‘an 
polities of the extremist party the 
spirit of its cadres has nowhere heen 

undervalued. 
& Dene NARAYAN MITRA 


wh p N, Ahoy tta” 


courage braye’—at 


No Courtesy 


On ‘October 19 I was given an 
appointment at 8-30 am, by the 
Private Secretary of the. Prime Min- 
ister, Sm. Indira. Gandhi, in my ca- 
pacity as the working presiden; of 
the Association for the Protection 
of Democratic Rights. J reached 
Mrs’ Gandhi's residence with all the 
necessary papers. including jour alp- 
peal to the JV'rime Minister with 
about three thousand signarures of 
the parents, relations and friends of 
political prisoners in various jails in 


KL (ah ors 


- 





West Bengal and jn poling) 
T wanted to hand over 
to her personally on bela i 
these sienatories. Hower mF. 
not allowed an interview oo wilt 
Gandhi, I warted for aw Bresi 
till we were called to the as 
the Private Secrétary whow po 
that the Prime Minister wall 401 
sce me. In frony of us a 
away in her car and I wai eon 
to leave everything with ey 
Secrelary, perhaps to be iinge 
to the, wastepaper basket. 

A “Similar treatment wie 


ical 

H 
out to us by the Wes Bengal) mt in 
Minitdr, Mr Siddhartha @ ; 
Ray. Ac che height of the (ii aa 
summer. he kept us watting for 
ly seven hours outside hig gh 
in the Assemblp House. Whi 
did call us in eventually, he 
us to send individual cases aie 
tical prisoners for the State Ga 
ment’s consideration, 

I collected a sufficient ama 
documentation and «hen made 
appeintment with Sri Subratay 
kherjf who was then Home Mii 
of West Bengal. On the ap 
day and hour, 1 reached SH 
kherji’s residence. However 
Minister did mot keep his appl 
ment with me—he went off # 
airport to catch a flight fo et 
Althouch he walked ou, in fe 
me, he did not have the courte 
Saying “sorry” for not having 
his appowntment, During a a 
quent appointment, I was made 
stand in the verandah of Sai Mik 
ji’s house, 


eal: 
be 
Dily ? 


As 


ori 


This sort of behaviour js am 
ed contrast 10 that of Dr B, Goapele: ; 
Pandit Nehru, Lal Bahador Si th: 
Dr Shyama Prasad Mookhereg Bes 
Dr S. Radhakrishnan. ATl them 
nent peole displayed impag 
courtesy during numero a 
pointments which they were 
enough to give me. When] 
with a ie 


the 


to Pandit Wal 
during the A‘sam language yiole 
1960, he preferred to stand Wi 
the members of the delerauay 
ladies) were given chairs 10 ig 
I also remember the day 7 wen 


delegation ein 


Te 
ANS! 
cle 


NOVEMBER 1008 


olice (nmi fiom of the transfey of women 
r che ae fel Pirtovers to the Audamans. 
behclf Of Memmedately sent off a tcleeram 
vever, PWERRDR Andrews ond 1 aly Jackson 
ow with BERR aie of the Bonga! Governor) . 
two he Premly of thy poet's endeavour (as 
the Og ! thay of G. F Andrews) wo- 
vha tok litieal = prisoners werd not 
r would #8 the Andamans. 
Us SHC We sw living in a stipposed- 
as con rn laity; yey there are few 
1 the P BO protest against the primt- 
thrown | femery beie inflicted on po 
et. Bi prisoners in West Bengal to 
t Was i Have “many lives been sacri- 
Bengal q Pale fidht avainst the British 
tha Somat an India where such bar 
the Ga behaviour goes on with  im- 
ing for i ¥2 
his chanihe KALYAN! BHATTACHARIEF 
When h (Working Presiderut. 
ly, he ciwuon for the Protection 
ases of of Democratic Rights) 
tate Gowe Calettta 
: amount WEA Lost Community 
2 mace j 7 
Sutrath 1 Ie, it is believed, once said 
me Miniitemiilit Betical thinks today, the 
le appolnie mM India thinks tomorrow. 
ied Si Mi ime Rammolon, Ramukrishna, 
rwever, WMEMMManda, Rabindranath etc. 


his 2 
l off 


it te 


J courtesy i 
having Kae 
a SUD 


ng 
as TY 
St 


ist 
Taltbe 
kher 


ll these ee 
irpece 

Nnerceus We 
were kf i 


Then 
niclit 
age 

talid 
Jega 
5 to 
vy I 


ER 10, 


Tee 


RO isk his help in the pre- 


Bengals ond we Te PLon- 
PWikir respective ficids, the 
Deh si will qhink they are superior 
frony qleqember 
Bengalis cultivated this  su- 
complex possibly because 
Me Of degeneration and decay 
Hae i amongst them. For 
itical has nor thrown up any 
Bt ui. Incki prominence, Even 
B Gan: Wifi owas the. accenied 
z SO tie country and Nehru 
ee dol of the young Indians 
Pralis did) not accept them as 
Milers Hip all the same they 
OL produce any one jaccept- 
the whole country. Gradu- 
i beeaine jsolated. 
Siiypotence of the Bengalis 
mt glarine alws independence. 
W47 Wes Bengal (or 
pal) was discriminated 
iy by the Gentral Government 


but we could never 


appari f 
to 0M 


race 17 
Muk 


Shae 
jee W 


T went 
Neh 
riots 

w 


alle 


im 
Sit aa: 
went 
BER 


10, 1973 


1975 


the revolt 
cried and ~surrendered for 
gains. Thus we came to be 
aS perrmauent grumblers 
authorities ar the Gentre knew that 
the leaders of West Bengal would be 
satisfied with crumbs from the table 
How l commu- 


ther courage {6 We just 


small] 
known 
and the 


debased the entire 


nity tan become was clear during 


the recent Pujas. Wesy Bengal is pass- 


ing through ¢he worst @ver crisis 


T he 


riéar-lamine 


since independence. 


in 


country- 
side is condition. 
reads of 
fF stcicle due 
selling of children jus 
of Thousands 4re 
Calcutta in the hope off 
see the 


{fo door 


Everyday one starvation 
of 
morsel 
coming 


living ; 


deaths, to hunger, 


for a 
food (Oo 
we 
them in 
from 


begeing streets, 
huddling 
During the 
hun- 
gry cries of hundreds for a chapati 
handful of rice, he of 
children in tattered clothes and hun- 
gry hands of 
garbage for Prices are 
the only the 
but even of people of 
means. Fhe power 
was acute and production in 

ol 


ot) 
be 

mg door 
In Tallway 
Puia 


or 
stations, 
could 


nobody escape the 


or 2 sivhy 
the 
if any. 

of no 


scrounging 
food, 


reach 


heaps 


be yond 
hungry 
moderate cTisis 
large 
affected. 


number industries was 


Educated and uneducated unemploy- 


ment is at 
cent of -the 
poverty line. 
tion 


its peak. Seventy 
people are 


per 
below the 
one the 


an 


could expect 
conducted in austere 
and the money thus saved 
utilised for some humanitarian pur- 
The abundance of illumina- 
lion. the cost of decorations and the 
pompous immersion be- 
trayed the callous unconcern of the 
organisers. The vulgarity was all 
the sickening because ¢he or- 
ganisers mostly youths, It was 
the youths who were drunk and made 
obscene gestures the immersion 
They competed with 
in the matter of i}lemi- 
nation and decoration. dt is cear 
that the degeneration of the Bengalis 
s complete and there is hardly any 
Sign of redemption. 


Pujas 
be 
manner 


pe KC. 
processions 
more 
were 
In 


processions, 


one another 


S. N. Roy 
Calcutta 


In such a critical situa- 


The Pujas 


There was a time when jt 


matter rejoicing 
and relations on the 


Was a4 


ol to meet friends 
eve of and dur- 
Durga Puja, 
Kali Puja ete. We 


idea's renewer our 


ing celebrations of 
Saraswati Puja, 
exchanged 
friendship, 
today ? 


door 


by 
lear 


and 
But what is: happening 
from 
to door collecting subscriptions 
threats and intimidation, People 
them, I have seen 
how petty traders on streets are fore- 
ed to pay meagre earn- 
ings. Ir is tune rescue religion 
from whe hands of these anti-socials. 
They have the least respect for reli- 
gion 4s in the manner 
the pujas:are performed, The man- 
ner is the stress being 
lights and the 
playing at random of high: Hindi 
songs. Jt is difficult to understand 
whether tt is a puja or an exhibi- 
tion. The use of mikes fox days and 


Young pedple 


ro 
5 


to disoblige 


from thei 


to 


is evident 


ariti-réligious, 


given on decorations, 


nights even after (he pujas are 


over 1$ intolerable, buy ainy objec 


non the 
Lakhs of 


There is no doubt 


ensures further torture, 


police remaining neutral. 
rupees are spent. 


that the ruling class and the admi- 


nistYation are ipatrons of such pujasi 


They want to misguide and corrupt 
) 5 I 


and corrode the younger section, 


trying to make them forget their 


grievances and aspirations. Isn', it 
time the young people realised how 
they are usd for evil designs and 
political gambles ? 

S. CHATTERJEE 


Calcutta 
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Defend Prisoners 


The Legal Aid Committee has been 
organised 10 defend all those who are 
being victimised for holding politi- 
cal beliefs dissimilar to those of the 
party in power. Our object ig to 
defend such cases: irrespective of the 


political ideology of the victims. 


There. are thousands de- 


of 


tenus and -undertrial prisoners in 


West Bengal only, Innumerable 
tases have been pending since 1968- 
69, Despite reminders the police are 
reluctant to submit chargesheets and 
bail is being opposed stubbornly, If 
one is granted bail he is tagged to 
some other cases, Thus the prison- 
ers are virtually denied any defence: 
The overwhelming majority of those 
had 


Supreme Court struck down Section 


who to be released after the 
i7A. of the MISA, were immediately 


re-arrested. 


There is great need to expand our 
work and the task before us is huge. 
We can hope to tackle u adequately 


only if greater co-operation is forth- 


coming from al! democratically- 
minded people not only in this State 
but in the whole of India, 

We appeal to all democratic peo- 


ple : 


To contribute generously to this 
Committee ; 

To communicate to us all cases 
o£ political victimization in 
need of legal aid, 


Cheques drawn tn favour of Bina 
Baneriee may be seny to either of 
the addresses given below; money 
orders, cash and communications 10 
the: office (2). 


Bina Banerjee 
Account No, 10816 
United Rank of India, 


November 10, ff 
Registered with the Registrar of Newspapers of India under R.N.16516/68 








Sealdah Branch, 

98, Acharya Prafulla Chandra 
Roy Road, 

Caleutta-4. 


Jayasree Rana 

Legal Aid Committee 

11, Old Post Office Street, 
Third Floor, 

Caleutta-l. 

Visiting hours: 430 p.m. to 
6-30 p.m. on weekdays (batr- | 
ring holidays). 
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